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ABSTRACT OF SANITARY. 
Vor. VI WASHINGTON, D. C., 1891. We. 16. 


{Published at the Marine-Hospital Bureau in accordance with act of Congress of April 29, 1878.) 


UNITED STATES. 


Nortice.—In order to secure proper records of the present epidemic ™ 
" of influenza, officers of State boards of health and all registrars are re- : 
spectfully requested to transmit to this Bureau special statistics of cases I 
of influenza, and deaths therefrom, from January 1, 1891, to the date “wg 
of the report. The record will be of value exactly in proportion to 5 
the completeness of reports received. An epidemic so widespread, so 4 


serious in its effects, and of which the etiology is so obscure, must ? 
necessarily be one not only of the highest interest from a scientific “a 
point of view, but as well from the humanitarian standpoint of the sy 
public health officer. The Bureau, therefore, sincerely hopes that this ae 
appeal may not be in vain. a 
U. 8. Quarantine Station at the Delaware Breakwater—The iron pier to = I 
be utilized. a 

The want ofa pier or wharf at this station has hitherto prevented "j f 


the perfect performance of all the quarantine details, and on account 

of the exposed situation a pier could have been erected oy at an ex- 

cessive cost and the loss of much time. q 
The iron pier, 1,700 feet in length, erected at great expense by the ee 

Engineer Department of the U. 8S. Army, immediately adjoins the — 

quarantine reservation, and Congress, at its last session, made the fol- 7 

lowing provision in the sundry civil bill, approved March 3, 1891, , 

looking to the use of this pier by the quarantine service: ; 
And the Secretary of War is hereby directed to assign to the Secre- 4 

tary of the Treasury so much space on the Lewes iron pier as may be _ 

necessary to enable the Marine-Hospital Service to establish and con- 

duct thereon such disinfection machinery as may be required for the 

proper disinfection of the cargoes of vessels detained at the quarantine, 

and when the breakwater shal! have been completed then the said pier 

shall be permanently assigned to the Treasury Department: Provided, , a 

That such occupation and use of the cra by the Marine-Hospital a4 

Service does not interfere with the engineering operations of the War _ 

Department in the completion of the breakwater improvement. “* 
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Sanitary inspection on the Mexican border. 


The following letter has been sent to Doctor Alexander, United 
States sanitary inspector at El Paso, Tex., dated April 15, 1891: 

Sir: In reply to your letter of March 31, you are informed that 
when coffins containing the bodies of persons who have died of con- 
tagious diseases arrive at El] Paso from points in Mexico, they should 
be debarred admission into the United States until the assent has been 
obtained of the State or local health authorities of the point of destina- 
tion, and the assent as well of the health authorities of Texas, through 
which State they must pass. 


Reports of States, and yearly and monthly reports of cities. 


CALIFORNIA—Los Angeles.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 
' 65,000. Total deaths, 71, including phthisis pulmonalis, 12; enteric 
fever, 1; and diphtheria, 1. 

Sacramento.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 30,000. ‘Total 
deaths, 49, including phthisis pulmonalis, 4; influenza, 2; enteric 
fever, 1; croup, 1; and whooping cough, 1. 

CoLoRADO—Denver.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 106,670. 
Total deaths, 249, including phthisis pulmonalis, 44; enteric fever, 1 
scarlet fever, 1; diphtheria, 8; measles, 4; and croup, 4. 

FLoripa—Jacksonville.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 17,160. 
Total deaths, 40, including phthisis pulmonalis 11. 

New York— Yellow Sever on steamship Dryden while at sea. —The 
following has been received from the health officer, Dr. William M. 
Smith : 


QUARANTINE, 8S. L., April 9, 1891. 


SIR: The steamship Dryden arrived at this quarantine April 8, p. m., 
— Santos + wre 25, Rio de Janeiro March 11, and St. Lucia the 
29th. 

James Corcoran and Malachi Davis died on board, March 18, with the 
symptoms, as far as could be learned, of yellow fever. Patrick Scully 

ied the 21st of March of the same disease. James Abram, 
Prentice, third mate, Antonio Marie, Robert Livingstone, and Nicholas 
Postman, all members of the crew, were taken sick the same day as the 
two first mentioned, five days out from Rio, and recovered. 

James Hill, first mate, and George Dickhill were subsequently taken 

sick and recovered. The last two are not believed to have had yellow 
fever. 

The vessel has been detained for disinfection. 


ILLINOIS—Chicago.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 1,099,133. 

- Total deaths, 3,405, including phthisis pulmonalis, 231; influenza, 155; 

diphtheria, 80; enteric fever, 71; searlet fever, 62; varicella, 2; 
measles, 39; and whooping cough, 24. 
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The health department reports 1,066 deaths from acute lung diseases 
during the month. 

Peoria.—Month of February, 1891. Population, 45,000. Total 
deaths, 61, including phthisis pulmonalis, 8; enteric fever, 1; diph- 
theria, 3; and croup, 6. 

INDIANA—Pvansville.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 50,600. 
Total deaths, 103, including phthisis pulmonalis, 13; influenza, 2; 
enteric fever; 10; scarlet fever, 2; diphtheria, 6; and croup, 2. 

Iowa.—Month of February, 1891. The followjng mortuary report 
is extracted from the Monthly Bulletin for March : 

Burlington.—February. Consumption, 1; pneumonia, 4; cerebro- 
spinal meningitis,.1. Total deaths, 21. Population, 23,000. Death 
rate per 1,000, 0.93. 

Council Bluffs. —No report. 

Davenport.—February. Diphtheria, 5; consumption, 1; pheamonia, 
1; meningitis, 1. Total deaths, 27. Population, 33, 715. Death rate 
per 1,000, 0.52. 

Des Moines.—February. Consumption, 5; pneumonia, 9 ; diphtheria, 
6; membranous croup, 1; cerebro-spinal meningitis, 1; la grippe, 1. 
Total deaths, 48. Population, 53,000. Death rate per 1,000, 0.87. 

Dubuque.—February. Tuberculosis, 5; pneumonia, 14; scarlet fever, 
1; membranous croup, 3; meningitis, 2; measles, 1. Total deaths, 47. 
Population, 30,147. Death rate per 1,000, 0.64. 

Keokuk.—February. Consumption, 2; pneumonia, 4; diphtheria, 
1; membranous croup, 1; scarlet fever, 1. Total deaths, 28. Popula- 
tion, 14,500. Death rate per 1,000, 0.5. 

Muscatine.—February. Pneumonia, 1; croup, 1. Total deaths, 14. 
Population, 11,432. Death rate per 1,000, 0.816. 

Ottumwa.—No report. 

Sioux Oity.—No report. 

MARYLAND—Baltimore.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 
434,439. Total deaths, 729, including phthisis pulmonalis, 94; enteric 
fever, 3; diphtheria, 21; influenza 4; whooping cough, 10; and 
croup, 2. 

MASSACHUSETTS—Springfield.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 
44,164. Total deaths, 56, including phthisis pulmonalis, 3; influenza, 
1; enteric fever, 2; measles, 1; and whooping cough, 1. 

MICHIGAN. —Week ended April 4, 1891. Reports to the State board 
of health, Lansing, from 52 observers, indicate that cholera morbus» 
whooping cough, and dysentery increased, and that cerebro-spinal men- 
ingitis, scarlet fever, typhoid fever, and inflammation of brain decreased 
in area of prevalence. 

Diphtheria was reported present during the week at 20 places, scarlet 
fever at 31 places, enteric fever at 3 places, and measles at 38 places. 
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Grand Rapids.—Monuth of March, 1891. Population, 85,000. Total — 
deaths, 104, including phthisis pulmonalis, 7; enteric fever, 7; scarlet 
fever 4; diphtheria, 9; and influenza, 1, 

MINNESOTA—Minneapolis.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 
164,738. Total deaths, 280, including phthisis pulmonalis, 27; influ- 
enza 6; enteric fever, 4; scarlet fever, 1; diphtheria, 7; measles, 3; 
and whooping cough, 5. 

Winona.—Month of March, 1891. ‘Population, 19,000. Total deaths, 
19, including phthisis 4 and scarlet fever 1. 

MontTana—Butte City.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 30,000. 
Total deaths, 77, including influenza 12 and croup 1. 

New HAMPSHIRE—Manchester.--Month of March, 1891. Popula- 
tion, 44,900. Total deaths, 51, including phthisis pulmonalis 2 and 
croup 1. 

Nortu CAROLINA. _Month of February, 1891. Reports from cities 
and towns having an aggregate population of 95,226 show a total of 96 
deaths, including phthisis pulmonalis 17 and measles 2. 

Oxnto—Oincinnati.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 296,908. 
Total deaths, 576, including phthisis pulmonalis, 71; enteric fever, 15; 
searlet fever, 3; influenza, 1; diphtheria, 16; and measles, 1. 

PENNSYLVANIA— Williamsport.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 
27,109. Total deaths, 28. No deaths reported from contagious 
diseases. 

RHODE IsLAND—Newport.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 
19,449. Total deaths, 37, including phthisis 4. 

TENNESSEE—Chattanooga.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 
30,000. Total deaths, 49, including phthisis pulmonalis, 16 ; influenza, 
1; and croup, 1 

Memphis.—Month of March, 1891. Population, 60,000. Total 
deaths, 122, including enteric fever, 2; influenza, 1; diphtheria, 2; 
phthisis pulmonalis, 25; scarlet fever, 2; and whooping cough, 1. 


Publication received. 
Ninth annual report of the State board of health of New Hampshire, 
1890. : 
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MORTALITY TABLE, CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Deaths from— 


U. 8S. 
1890, 
all causes. 
| Phthisis 


nsus of 
Total deaths from 


New York, N. Y.<..... 
Chicago, 


Chi || 
Philadelphia, Pa.b..... 
n, 


Varioloid. 
Scarlet fever. 


Cincinnati, Ohio........ 
Cleveland, Ohio 

New Orleans, La........ 
New Orleans, La. 


-- 


Detroit, Mich 

Milwaukee, Wis... ..... 

Milwaukee, Wis......... 
lis, Minn.... 


Indianapolis, Ind.......) A 
Indianapolis, Ind...... 
Toledo, Ohio.............. 
Richmond, Va........... 
Nashville, Tenn........- 


Mobile, Ala 
Altoona, 


Galveston, Tex. 
Galveston, Tex.......... 
Ne rt, R. 

San 
Pensacola, Fla........... 


a pee hundred and eight deaths from influenza and 299 from pneumonia were reported for this 
week. 
b The health officer reports 3 cases of smallpox since the Helmsley left Philadelphia. 
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Cities, 
& = 
2 
Apr. 1L..... 30; 2 
| Apr. 4... wih} 
Apr. 11..... 12; 11 3 
San Francisco, Cal...... Apr. 4..... |} 128 |...005 | 
Washington, D. C......, Apr. 4..... | | 2D 2 1 


Table of temperature and rainfall, week ended April 10, 1891. 
[Received from War Department, Signal Office. ] 


Mean tem: in degrees | Rainfall in inches and hun- 
dredths. 
Locality. 


Normal. | Excess. |Deficiency. 


New England States: 
Eastport, Me 


Portland, Me. 


Block RI 
oc sian 
Middle Atlantic States : 


N. Y. 

New York, N. 
Philadelphia, Pa.... 
Atlantic City, N. J 
Baltimore, on 
Washington, D. 
Va. 

orfolk, Va 

South Atlantic States: 


8 


Key West, Fla 
Gulf States: 

Atlanta, Ga. 

Pensacola, Fla.... 

Mobile, Ala......... 

Montgome 

Vicksburg, Miss 

New Orleans, La...... 

Shreveport, La. 

Port Smith, 

Rock 


. 
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Corpus Christi, Tex....... 
Brownsville, 

Rio Grande City, Tex 
Ohio Valley and Tennessee : 

Memphis, Tenn 

Tenn 

attanooga, 

Knoxville, Tenn 

Louisville, Ky........ 

Indianapolis, Ind 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Columbus, Ohio 


Port Huron, 

Alpena, Mich... .......... 

Marquette, Mich........ ......... 

Grand Haven, Mich........... 

Milwaukee, 

Chi , Il. 

r Miss ey: 
Paul, Min A 


Dubuque, Iowa ........... 
Davenport, Iowa. 

Des Moines, lowa 

Keokuk, Iowa. 
Springfield, 
Cairo, Ill 
St. Louis, Mo 
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| Normal.) Excess. |Deficiency. 
} Lake Region: ‘ 
Detroit, GB coves -10 
a 56 28 30° 
: 


Table of temperature and rainfall, week ended April 10, 1891—Continued. 


Locality. 


Mean tem re in degrees 
‘ahrenheit. 


Deficiency. 


Rainfall in inches and hun- 
dredths. 


Deficiency. 


a, 
Valentine, Nebr .. 
Huron, 8. D 


ope 
Fort, Mont......... 


Helena, Mon 


Sezeeee 
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Normal.) Excess. |) Normal.| Excess. 
7 Missouri Valley : | 
Extreme Northwest: 
Bismarck, N. 37 BB 01D 
Salt Lake City, Utah... 14 
Santa Fé, N. Mex 28 
Pacific Coast: 
7 
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FOREIGON. 
(Reports received through the Department of State and other channels. ) 


Sanitary commission at Constantinople—Report of United States commis- 
sioner—Rumors of cholera in Syria and of plague in the Assyr—Report 
No. 19. 


The news received until the day before yesterday from the provinces 
where cholera has raged was good; but just yesterday, the 16th in- 
stant, the sanitary physician at Aleppo sent a telegram by which he 
announces that, at Guok-see and at Guesech near Marash, in Syria, 15. 
deaths have been registered, they say, from cholera. But the M. D. 
states that he presumes, by the symptoms presented by the dead, that: 
it really was a question of typhoid fever. They will inquire into the 
facts, and I hope I will be able to present a report on the question. 

The sanitary physician at Zeddah gives notice of the outbreak of an 
epidemic in the Assyr, at Beni-sheir, and at Ebha. 

The Assyr is far distant from Zeddah, and, besides that, is a place 
where a foreigner could not dare to travel without danger ; consequently 
we can not have precise news and be aware of the symptoms of this . 
disease. Still it is said that there is bleeding of the nose, spitting of 
blood, discharges of blood, but without bubo. I notice that because it 
is believed to be a question of plague. We will see what it really is. 

In the capital the prevailing diseases are those of the respiratory ap- 
paratus, as inflammation of the luigs and whooping cough, especially 


‘in children. Smallpox exists always. Besides that there is influenza 


and several cases of typhoid fever which proved fatal. 
8. C. ZAVITZIANO. 
~ CONSTANTINOPLE, March 19, 1891. 


BRAzit—Ceara.—Month of February, 1891. Population, 35,065. 
Total deaths, 95. No deaths from contagious diseases. 

Rio de Janeiro— Yellow fever epidemic.—Under date of March 9, 1891, 
the United States sanitary inspector, Dr. R. Cleary, writes as follows: 


The following is my weekly report for the week ended March 7, 
1891: Population, 450,000. Total deaths, 511, including yellow fever, 
181; smallpox, 8; phthisis pulmonalis, 42; enteric fever, 9; measles, 
1; and whooping cough, 1. 

In spite of the rain and cooler weather, the yellow fever has in- 
creased and is increasing. The hospitals being overcrowded, the 
minister of the interior, on the 3d instant, issued an order to the in- 
spector of public health to permit all the hospitals to receive the sick of 
this disease, with due precaution as to isolation and disinfection, and 
to provide additional temporary arrangements for the indigent sick. 
The United States consul-general, with a due regard to the public 
health of his own country, puts all vessels in quarantine that leave this 
port for the United States. The greatest number of deaths in one day 
from this disease was 33, on the 4th of March; yet, withal, the epidemic 
is not extraordinary for this port. The authorities appear to be more 
than usually active in enforcing health regulations, inspecting vessels, 
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> 
and in putting in quarantine those that are infected. I repeat, that 
every vessel arriving in American ports from this place should be sub- 
jected to a rigorous examination and disinfection until the epidemic 
shall have declined. 


The port health inspectors are not idle, and during the past week 

they inspected 37 vessels in this port, of which 7 were found to have 
cases of yellow fever aboard, and were sent to the quarantine ground 
and thoroughly disinfected, and the sick remanded to the hospitals. 
‘This inspection is daily. 
CuBsa—Havana.—Month of March, 1891. The United States sanitary, 
inspector reports 560 deaths in the city during the month, including 
yellow fever, 4; enteric fever, 13; so-called pernicious fever, 12; palu- 
dal fever, 2; bilious fever, 1; smallpox, 2; diphtheria and croup, 23; 
measles, 3; and glanders, 1. 

FRANCE—Nice.—Month of February, 1891. Population, 78,482. 
Total deaths, 231, including phthisis pulmonalis, 10; enteric fever, 1; 
smallpox, 1; diphtheria, 1; measles, 5; and whooping cough, 1. 

GERMANY—Cologne.—Month of February, 1891. Population, 282,385. 
Total deaths, 534, including typhus fever, 1; scarlet fever, 2; diph- 
theria and croup, 28; measles, 5; and whooping cough, 17. 

GREAT BriITAIN—England and Wales.—The deaths registered in 28 
great towns of England and Wale during the week ended March 28 
corresponded to an annual rate of 21.2 a thousand of the aggregate popu- 
lation, which is estimated at 9,715,559. The lowest rate was recorded 
in Derby, viz, 14.1, and the highest in Huddersfield, viz, 34.6 a thousand. 
Diphtheria caused 4 deaths in Salford. 

London.—One thousand six hundred and sixty-seven deaths were 
registered during the week, including measles, 32; scarlet fever, 12; 
diphtheria, 26 ; whooping cough, 48 ; enteric fever, 8; and diarrhoea and 
dysentery, 9. The deaths from all causes corresponded to an annual 
rate of 19.3 a thousand. Diseases of the respiratory organs caused 466 
deaths. In greater London 2,066 deaths were registered, corresponding 
to an annual rate of 18.3 a thousand of the population. In the ‘‘outer 
ring’’ the deaths included measles, 10; whooping cough, 14; and diph- 
theria, 7. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne.—Two weeks ended March 21, 1891. Popula- 
tion, 145,356. Total number of deaths, 5, including scarlet fever 1, 
and diphtherial4. 

Treland.—The} average annual death rate, represented by the deaths 
registered during the week ended March 28, in the 16 principal town 
_ districts of Ireland, was 26.6 a thousand of the population. The lowest 
rate was recorded*in Newry, viz, 7.0, and the highest in Cork, viz, 34.4 
25 
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athousand. In Dublin and suburbs 197 deaths were registered, includ- 
ing enteric fever 3 and whooping cough 3. 

Scotland.—The deaths registered in eight principal towns during the 
week ended March 28 corresponded to an annual rate of 26.7 a thou- 
sand of the population, which is estimated at 1,345,563. The lowest 
mortality was recorded in Leith, viz, 14.8, and the highest in Paisley, 
viz, 33.1 athousand. The aggregate number of deaths registered from 
all causes was 698, including measles, 36; scarlet fever, 7; diphtheria, 


5; whooping cough, 34; fever, 3; and diarrhea, 8. 


InD1A—Caleutta—Cholera.—Week ended February 7, 1891. Popu- 
lation, 433,219. Total deaths, 321, including 57 from cholera. 

IraLy.—Year of 1890. The United States consul-general reports. 
13,170 deaths from smallpox, 20,884 from enteric fever, 31,757 from 
phthisis pulmonalis, 6,426 from scarlet fever, 18,310 from diphtheria, 
and 13,839 from measles, during the year. 

NETHERLANDS.—Month of December, 1890. Reports from the 12 
principal cities, having an aggregate population of 928,905, show a total 
of 1,112 deaths, including typhus and enteric fevers, 9; scarlet fever, 3; 
measles, 81; croup, 20; and whooping cough, 48. 
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OFFICIAL: JOHN B. HAMILTON, 
Supervising Surgeon-General, Marine- Hospital Service. 
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